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From the (new) President 
 

Dear Friends For Life, 
    At the Annual Meeting for MO LFL on May 6, I was elected to the board of 
directors.  At the board meeting which immediately followed I was elected 
president of MO LFL.  I agreed to serve the two-year term with the 
understanding that a search would be completed for my replacement.  I am 
following in the footsteps of Diane, my wonderful wife, who completed 30 
years at the helm.   
    Basically, this means I am to keep the “machine” oiled, fueled and running 
along as it has in the past.  The board has worked diligently to provide 
leadership to our state’s Lutheran members, chapters, life teams and churches.  
You are aware of this, as you are receiving our newsletters.  Thanks for your 
participation in, and donations to, LFL-- both national and state. 
    The ‘foes’ have not given up in our state, despite the defeat they received 
by the Supreme Court in the Dobbs decision.  That decision removed a previous 
federal “grant” giving a ‘right’ to abortion which was NOT in the Constitution.  
It returned future empowerment to the states of our union.  Thank God 
Missouri is a bastion for LIFE – so far anyway.  There can be no letting up in 
the battle against the foes of LIFE in our state.   
    We also support our fellow warriors in Illinois and other states.  Abortion is 
still strong in these states as they ‘suck’ misguided, misled, men and women to 
their killing sites from our state, other abortion-free states, as well as their 
own states. 
 

Stay strong.  Help MO LFL to continue to educate Missourians in matters of 
Life – from conception to natural death.  God’s blessings to you LIFE-warriors.  
 

Upcoming Events 
* LFL National Conference (lutheransforlife.org/conference)     October 11-13 
 

Ongoining Events 
* MO’s Largest Diaper Shower                            Mother’s Day to Father’s Day 
* Step-Up 4 Life  (stepup4life.org/2023)         May 14 to June 24 
 
 

    Blessings, Mike (Albers)  lflofmo@gmail.com 
 

 Lutherans For Life of Missouri 
www.lflofmo.org 

 

P.O. Box 4307 
St. Louis, MO 63123 

 
Lutherans For Life 

www.lutheransforlife.org 
1101 5th Street 

Nevada, IA 50201-1816 
 

(See the back page for membership) 

                   Donate to LFL of MO ! 
 

Send your Name, Address and Amount to  
 

      John Mueller, Treasurer 
   5 Lindy’s Landing Dr., St. Peters, MO    63376 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please state if it is a general donation or for a 
donation to the Adoption Fund,  
 

or if it is in Memory of, or in Honor of, someone       
 

or in Thanksgiving for a particular event/happening 
 

 



 

About the Newsletters    Please read! 
 

You may not be aware of this but there are three options for receiving these newsletters.   
 

1. It can be mailed to you. Right now there are almost 700 folks receiving this newsletter in printed form.  
This method, of course, involves a cost. They must be printed and posted.  
At a little more than $.50 per newsletter, this uses over $300 in MO LFL funds per newsletter. 
Diane and I also spend hours taping them in preparation for mailing – no charge  :} 

 

2. You can receive it by email. Clearly, there is no cost in this method, saving us money. Currently there are    
    130 people that obtain the newsletter this way.  Thanks to those of you who are in this category. 
    The summer newsletter will only be sent by email.   
 

     It is easy to switch to this method.  Just let me know by sending an email to me.  
     You will be taken off the mailing list, save us money, and get your newsletter faster besides. 
 

3. Another cost free method is to view the newsletters on the webpage, lflofmo.org .  Go to the “ABOUT”  
     menu and click on “NEWSLETTERS”.  While you are at the site you can check out the other information  
     that is provided for you. Give it a try now and see if you might like this option. 
     PLEASE: if you are going to choose this option let me know by sending me an email.  
     You’ll save us money as I will take you off the mailing list. 

 

Realizing that email and internet searching may not be your thing, no worries.  
Your newsletter will continue to be mailed to you.   
 

Thanks to all of you for your support of National, and State, LFL. 
 
 
 

 
MO’S LARGEST DIAPER SHOWER 

SPONSORED BY LUTHERANS FOR LIFE OF MO 
           MOTHER’S DAY 
         TO 
                  FATHER’S DAY 

 
 
 

             Bring disposable diapers of any size to church between Mother’s Day and Father’s Day 
Say “thanks” to your family for giving life to you! 

 
DIAPERS COLLECTED MAY BE GIVEN TO ANY MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH 

THAT HELPS FAMILIES AND BABIES, LFL CHAPTER OR LIFE TEAM’S CHOICE. 
 

Please send in your diaper count (not packages 😊) for each church to 
 Mike at: 

lflofmo@gmail.com or 314.956.9240  (text preferred, but . .) 
 

         NOTE:   For every report made, LFL of MO will send a $50 donation to the ministry  
that you have chosen to receive your diapers! 

  



 

ADOPTION FUND FOR ORPHANS 
    Approximately 153 million orphans world-wide are trapped in a cycle of hopelessness, without anyone to 
love them…protect them…care for them…. Adoption costs of $20-30K seems “financially impossible” to 
many Christian couples. That feeling results in thousands of children remaining in orphanages instead of 
learning the gospel of Jesus Christ in a forever family. The “Adoption Fund, Sponsored by LFL of 
Missouri” account is now fully set up and ready! Any Lutheran in our state may contribute.  
    To do so, send your donation made out to “LFL of MO” to our treasurer, John Mueller (see address 
below), including the note Adoption Fund.   
Any questions can also be directed to him at   sharkhunter3@yahoo.com 
 

DONATIONS 
Thank you to all who made contributions! Your donations fund all of the many projects we do here in 
Missouri! You are a blessing to LFL of MO! 
 

       William and Sandra Reiter           Larry and Linda Becker 
       St John Church   Stringtown      Trinity LC Ladies Aid  Cape Girardeau 
 

       Brenda Rathmann, in memory of Paul Rathmann 
       Nancy Schnare, in memory of Clem Koch 
       Bob and Cindy Saeger,  in memory of Jim Ebers 
 

Given to the Adoption Fund:     
       David and Elaine Ott       Barb and Leroy Stahlman        Phyllis White 
       California LFL Chapter             St. John, Stringtown               MO Capitol Chapter    
       Faith Lutheran, Jefferson City          Trinity LC Ladies Aid, Concordia       
 

Please send donations to the treasurer: 
 

Lutherans For Life of MO, C/O John Mueller       5 Lindy’s Landing Dr. 
St. Peters, MO 63376 
      

Essay Contest  
 

The following 6th – 8th students were the 2023 winners of the essay contest. 
           

First place: Jace Latham, Immanuel Lutheran Church and School, St. Charles  
Second place: Lilliana Wiederkehr, Chapel of the Cross Lutheran Church, St. Peters 
 

Jace’s essay will be entered in the national contest. The official announcement of that 
winner will be made at the National Conference in October. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Leonard Wallenmeyer Life Awards for Graduating Seniors 
 

The following high school seniors received the 2022-23 Leonard Wallenmeyer Life 
Award.  This is the $250 grant given to a deserving Lutheran student of Missouri. 
           

Josiah Thieme, Calvary LHS 
Mathew Zilz, LHS of St. Charles 
Kendall Hirte, Eureka HS, St. Mark’s LC 
  

Many awards went ungiven again this year.  We want to give them out. Can you prepare 
a senior in your Lutheran high school or church for the 2023-24 application? 



 

 

Some of the many items 
brought for the babies 

  
     

LFL OF MO’S ANNUAL MEETING 

 

   On May 6, at Trinity Lutheran Church, Columbia, Diane Albers led her 
final Annual Meeting of Missouri Lutherans For Life.  She had been our 
leader for 30 years, serving the Lord of Life with gladness, a willing spirit, 
and true dedication to that ministry. 
Her love of Life has helped guide and direct MO LFL for all of these years.  
 

     Our speakers for the day gave very informative 
presentations.  Pastor Joseph McCalley of Trinity 
led us in an opening devotion.  He then made his 
presentation, “How do we die well?” pointing out the dignity that the dying 
process should have. Also how the body we have will be united with our soul in 
glory. That this body is special to God, and should be therefore be special to us 
also. There was quite an ensuing discussion about the final earthly handling of 
our bodies: must we be buried; should we be enbalmed; is cremation ‘okay’ in 
God’s sight. God is God and will always care for our bodies after our death, 

raising them to new life with Him. 
 

     The actual meeting was then held,  Diane’s last.  She gave reports on the activities of MO LFL chapters 
and teams. Attendees then elected members to the Board.  
      

     Rev. Scott Licht, CFO/COO of National Lutherans For Life, then gave us a 
very detailed presentation on “End of Life Considerations”.  His topics included 
the documents we need to have in place, palliative care, hospice, caring for 
caregivers, grief, suffering, cremation, organ/body donation, and decision making 
on removing life support. There was so much to be learned and it was a great 
presentation. 
 

Lunch was served by the ladies of Trinity with a lot of discussion continuing 
during that time. The day ended with Rev. Licht holding a Q and A session where we could ask him 
anything.  
 

Diane was the surprised by the board with a yard ornament gift for her 
service to MO LFL. It will complement one of her many gardens around the 
house. The Spirit, from the LFL logo, can be seen as the shape in the 
vacancy.  
 
 
 
 
 
       

 
 
 

 

 
 



 

LIFE TEAM AND CHAPTER ACTIVITY 
 

Christ Memorial LC, St. Louis Life Team Several of us participated in the March to the Arch on April 29. We 
hosted a Monarch Jewelry event, with a record $15,000 raised. We are in the midst of our Baby Shower (including 
MO’s Largest Diaper Shower) gathering items for our Pregnancy Help Center, Nurses 4 Newborns, and Swaddling 
Clothes ministry. We hosted 3 tables at the PHC banquet where Ryan Dobson spoke.  In the future, other Funeral 
Planning Seminars will be planned and held. 
 

 The Chapel of the Cross LC, St. Louis Life Team One of our Life Team members painted a picture called 
“Cradled Conception” and we displayed it on our Life Team bulletin board and on an easel by our table on Life 
Sunday.  We hope to display more art in the future.  Here is her story behind the piece: 
In this piece I wanted to depict the creation moment from God’s perspective as the Potter. 
The blue globe cradled within his clay-stained hands reminds us of how God created the 
earth.  He “zooms in” to the smallest, most intimate moment of human conception giving 
his new human creation the breath of life. The textured blue orb was inspired by an image 
of an actual human egg and sperm taken with an electron microscope. The burst of light 
where fertilization is taking place, is based on current knowledge about conception -- the 
egg releases a burst of stockpiled zinc atoms binding to molecules around them, giving off light. This light show is 
fitting for the Creator we know as the Light of the World. 
Finally, the creation of human life out of clay ties into the first created human, Adam, made from the dust of the earth. 
The blue forming embryo is drawn up from the clay on the wheel and into the Potter’s merciful hands.  There is no 
more loving place to be. 
 

Missouri Capitol Life Chapter  We have had members participate in various life activities lately,  This included a 
Vitae Society dinner featuring the speaker, Rachel Campos Duffy, MO Right to Life day at the state Capitol, and the 
Midwest March for Life at the state Capitol and in the downtown area.  The group also bought and are distributing 
"LifeMarks" from the national LFL to our confirmands in our area. Also, some of our area churches are participating 
in the diaper shower for babies until Father's day. 
 

Rolla Area Life Chapter---The April meeting of Rolla Area Chapter of LFL highlighted a presentation by 
the director of The Pregnancy Resource Center of Central Missouri, Houston, Missouri.  She described the 
challenges and successes of saving babies in rural Missouri.  Additional activities of the chapter included 
providing bulletin inserts for LCMS congregations in the Rolla Area Chapter acknowledging Life Sunday 
and Mother's Day.  Congregations in the Rolla area participate in local fundraising activities benefiting 
individual Pregnancy Resource Centers such as Chili Cook Off, Sunday door offerings, and Baby Bottle 
Boomerang. 
 

St. Charles County Life Chapter Our Chapter has been busy as always. We hosted an afternoon at the local coffee 
shop Higher Groundz at Zion Lutheran Church in Maryland Heights Mo. There was a presentation by our Teens for 
Life group from Lutheran High School St. Charles. They told us of their experiences and what it meant to them to be 
part of the March for Life in Washington D. C. this past January. 
This was a historical Life March celebrating 50 years of standing for God's precious gift of Life.  For the first time in 
our nation's history since the 1973 decision of Roe vs. Wade they marched with this court decision being overturned 
federally.  Now each individual state can address the issue of abortion. These Teens for Life are an inspiration to us 
all to never give up standing for the truth of God's word that all life is precious. We praise our Almighty Father for the 
work he has for us to do to stand for life at all stages: preborn, born, disabled and elderly. We encourage you to get 
involved with your youth to help empower them to commitment and service to be gospel motivated voices for life. 

 

Springfield Life Chapter--- We are busy and happy as we head into our most active season.  An outdoor servant 
event was held last month at a local foster children’s shelter.  The day was spent doing hard manual labor and making 
this a better place for the kiddos.  We recently sponsored a table at the local Pregnancy Care Center fund-raiser and 
benefited from fellowship with other Pro-lifers.  Our annual Mother’s Day/Father’s Day ingathering is set up at all area 
Lutheran churches.  Because Southwest Missouri has an active diaper bank, we instead gather supplies for all stages 
of life – Newborns in Need, Sammy’s Window (a foster parent support agency) and gifts and resources for a local 
nursing home.  The variety of needs is endless and congregation members have a choice of their gifts of love.  Deep 
Breath!!  We can do this.  Our Annual MONGO Rummage sale began more than 30 years ago.  Our first year made 
$400 and we were delighted.  Last year, we made $10,000.  We are especially happy to pull in a multitude of 



 

volunteers who are not normally active in LFL.  For two weeks, we fellowship, we work hard, and we witness for 
life.  There is much work to be done.   
 

West County Life Chapter  We are up and running with our annual Mother’s Day through Father’s Day Diapers 
and Wipes Drive for pregnancy centers.  We set up a porta crib at each of the two main church entrances as collection 
spots.  We usually share the donations with nearby centers such as MyLife and Hand N Hand.  Many families pass 
through our lobby during VBS week which gives them the opportunity to see one of our LFL life affirming projects as 
well participate themselves. 
 

          
  Around the USA 
 

North Carolina - Governor Roy Cooper of North Carolina vetoed pro-life bill SB 20 which protects the 
lives of babies after 12-weeks of gestation. In response, North Carolina’s legislature showed their resolve 
and overrode Governor Cooper’s veto, thus making the 12-week protection law. 
 

Texas - Texas’ legislature passed SB 14 - a piece of legislation that protects children from medical harm 
by banning the practice and recommendation of experimental surgeries and cross-sex hormones that 
irreversibly damage the bodies of children. 
Texas also has joined a growing number of states that are protecting children from the Left’s spreading of 
gender ideology that has become so extreme and creates huge profits for the medical industry at the expense 
of children. 
 

Illinois – The Deceptive Practices of Limited Services Pregnancy Centers Act passed in both houses, 
awaiting the governors promised signature.  It “prohibits a limited services pregnancy center [!] from using 
or employing any deception, fraud, false pretense, false promise, or misrepresentation, or the concealment, 
suppression, or omission of any material fact, with the intent that others rely upon the concealment, 
suppression or omission of such material fact: to interfere with an individual seeking to gain entry or access 
to a provider of abortion or emergency contraception; to induce an individual to enter or access the limited 
services pregnancy center; in advertising, soliciting, or otherwise offering pregnancy-related services; or in 
conducting, providing, or performing pregnancy-related services.  
    Allows the Attorney General to enforce the Act when: it appears to the Attorney General that a limited 
services pregnancy center has engaged in, is engaging in, or is about to engage in any practice declared to be 
unlawful by the Act; the Attorney General receives a written complaint of the commission of a practice 
declared to be unlawful under the Act; or the Attorney General believes it to be in the public interest that an 
investigation should be made to ascertain whether a limited services pregnancy center has engaged in, is 
engaging in, or is about to engage in, any practice declared to be unlawful by the Act.  
    Establishes the remedies available under the Act for violation of the Act, including preliminary or 
permanent injunction and a civil penalty not to exceed $50,000. Allows any party aggrieved by a violation 
of the Act to bring an action against any limited services pregnancy center that has committed such a 
violation, in which the court may award actual damages and any other relief the court deems proper.”  It will 
take place immediately once signed.           [how this will be abused remains to be seen] 
 

Michigan - Gov. Gretchen Whitmer signed a law earlier this week amending civil rights law in Michigan to 
include legal protections for abortion.  The law, S.B. 147, passed along party lines in both houses of the 
Michigan legislature, amends the Elliot-Larsen Civil Rights Act by prohibiting Michigan employers from 
firing or retaliating against employees as a result of an elective abortion. The law previously applied only to 
abortions for alleged threats to the life of the mother. Medical experts have attested that abortion is never 
medically necessary.   
In a statement released upon her signing the law, Whitmer said “No one in Michigan should face 
discrimination because they exercised their constitutional rights [!], including their right 
to reproductive freedom [!] by having an abortion,” calling abortion a “fundamental freedom” at the 
“foundation of our democracy.” 
 
 



 

Lutherans for Life of Missouri Chapters and Life Teams 
 
Northern Ozarks Springfield  # 90 Misouri Capitol  # 102 California Area  # 121 
Kevin Church, President Kim Deluce, President Brenda Rathmann, President Diane Weicken, President 
10165 SE 350 Rd 89806 N Richland Rd     3018 Honey Creek Road 57667 Connor Road 
Oseola, MO  64776 Willard, MO  65781 Jefferson City, MO  65101 California, MO  65018 
 

kchurchm@hotmail.com kfreiert@sbcglobal.net thequiltlady206@gmail.com lakelot29@yahoo.com 
 
  
South St. Louis  # 124   LFL of Kansas City  # 145 West Central  # 150 God’s Lifesavers  # 316   
Unfortunately disbanded. Unfortunately disbanded. Kathy Schnakenberg, President Elsie Surina, Trinity Lutheran Church 
Contact: Contact: 401 S Sunset Street 309 Taylor, PO Box 471 
Diane Albers Linda Copeland Concordia, MO  64020 Park Hills, MO  63601 
 

lflofmo@gmail.com ljcope@swbell.net 660-463-8086 trinitylutheranph@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
Jefferson County Area  # 180 West St. Louis County  # 192 N. St. Louis Area  # 246 Rolla Area  # 280 
Unfortunately disbanded. Mike Kennedy, President Jane Thur, President Mary Wittmaier, President 
Contact:                                             500 Meramec Blvd. 3705 Av De Paris Dr P.O. Box 1519 
Rev. Jason Wagner Eureka, MO 63025 Florissant, MO  63034 Rolla, MO  65559  
 

pastorwagner@email.com ironmank@yahoo.com dickandjanethur2@hotmail.com mapwittmaeier@gmail.com 
 
 
MO Valley St. Charles County LIFE #337 Midland Empire  # 294 Chapel of the Cross LC Life Team  
Sandy Long, President Lisa Fox, President. Unfortunately disbanded. 11645 Benham Rd. 
552 Whiteman 2310 Cork Oak Ct Contact:    St. Louis, MO 63136 
Carrollton, MO  64633 St. Charles, MO 63303 Brenda Wickham Jill McEuen, LT Leader 
 

sandylong62@yahoo.com foxlisabsa@yahoo.com bswickham@yahoo.com jill@madgin.net 
  
 
St. Paul’s LC Life Team Peace LC Life Team                                 St. Mark’s LC Life Team                        Seminary Life Team 
12345 Manchester Rd                      737 Barracksview Rd                                500 Meramac Blvd                                   801 Seminary Pl 
Des Peres, MO 63131                       St. Louis, MO 63125                                 Eureka, MO 63025                                  St. Louis, MO 63105 
Marsha Baebler, LT Leader              Steve Andrews, LT Leader                        Mark Laverty, LT Leader                       Dr. Mart Thompson 
 
mmal4@sbcglobal.net      spaunix@yahoo.com                                  mark@marklaverty.com                       thompsonm@csl.edu 
 
 
Hope LC Life Team  Messiah LC Life Team                                   Village LC Life Team 
2308 Gravois Rd                     2846 Grand Blvd                                             9237 Clayton Rd 
High Ridge, MO 63049 St. Louis, MO 63118                                       St. Louis, MO 63124 
Rev. Jason Wagner  Angela Hager, LT Leader                                Peter Slayton, LT Leader 
 
pastorwagner@email.com             angelahager@sbcglobal.net                            peterslayton@gmail.com 
 

 
Christ Memorial LC Life Team     Trinity LC Life Team 
1869 Laverne Dr                             2201 Rollins Rd 
St. Louis, MO 63010                      Columbia, MO 
Mike Albers, LT Leader                 Phyllis White/Sylvia Glenn 
 
malbers23@gmail.com                    bandp@socket.net 

 
 
  Address Changes, Newsletter and Website Updates to  
 

  Mike Albers    

  9718 Lenor Dr.    

  St. Louis, MO 63123   

  314-631-9240    

  lflofmo@gmail.org    
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